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Thank you Steve Vogt for 
your continued service 
and commitment.  

Steve Vogt and his 
team in the County Fair 
Parade 

STEVE VOGT 

Steve was raised in the Bit-
terroot Valley. His family 
owned and operated the 
Vogt Ranch located in Sula
-French Basin.  He man-
aged the 105 year old fami-
ly ranch for 18 years before 
semi-retiring and moving 
to the Hamilton area.   

Steve enjoys spending time 
with his wife Janie, their 
dogs, cats, horses, chickens, 
ducks, and anyone who 
stops by to visit him in his 
“man-cave”.   

Now the current Treasurer, 
he has represented his con-
stituents for 39 years. Steve 
has also been the district’s 

Chairman, Vice-chairman, 
served on the Montana 
Natural Streambed and 
Land Preservation Act 
Committee, the Montana 
Association of Conserva-
tion Districts, the Montana 
Water Resource Commit-
tee, District liaison for the 
Bitter Root Water Forum, 
and the Bitter Root Re-
source Conservation De-
velopment Board.  

The Bitterroot Conserva-
tion District recognizes 
Steve Vogt for his out-
standing commitment, 
leadership, and interest in 
protecting the wise use and 
conservation of our natural 
resources.  

BITTERROOT CONSERVATION DISTRICT’S FEATURED OUTSTANDING SUPERVISOR:   

Opportunities for Local Farmers and Ranchers through NRCS Cost Share Programs 

There is still plenty of time for Ravalli County 

farmers and ranchers to take advantage of cost 

share opportunities through the NRCS Environ-

mental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). 

EQIP is a voluntary program that provides tech-

nical and may provide financial assistance to agri-

cultural producers. Participants in EQIP receive 

financial assistance to help plan and implement 

conservation practices that address natural resource concerns 

which may improve soil, water, plant, animal, air and other 

related resources on agricultural land and non-industrial pri-

vate forestland. The application deadline is June 1st, 2014 for 

the 2015 contract period. For additional information, please 

visit the Hamilton NRCS Field Office at 1709 N. 1st or call 

406-363-5010. 
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The workshop will present topics 
that will benefit those who manage 
diversified vegetable farms and 
gardens. Soil Scientist, Jay Brooker, 
will present information on soil 
health and how productivity can be 
directly impacted by soil health. 
Soil Conservationist, Andrew Ma-
lucelli, will be presenting on cover 
crops, green manures, and nutrient 
management techniques for diver-
sified farming operations. Pasture 
Specialist, Justin Morris, will be 
sharing information on multi-

species grazing and practices for 
fertilizing with manure. Infor-
mation will also be presented on 
NRCS cost share programs to as-
sist agricultural producers. 

The workshop is FREE and will 
be held at the Bitterroot Library 
downstairs meeting room on Fri-
day, February 14th, from 12:30 to 
3:30. 

RSVP is not necessary, but ap-
preciated so we can ensure we 
have adequate space. Please 
RSVP with Stacy Pease at the 

Hamilton NRCS Field Office at 
363-5010, ext 110 

 

Sustainable Farming for Diversified Operations Workshop 

September 1, 2014. Contracts 
will be awarded in January 2015. 

For further information, please 
contact the Bitterroot Conser-
vation District at 406-363-5010, 
ext 101.  

The Bitterroot Conservation 
District is offering a cost-share 
program for natural resource 
improvements within Ravalli 
County.   

The sign-up period for 2015 
will begin July 1, 2014 through 

• Apply carbon-rich materials to 
the soil; and 

• Use practices that slow rather 
than speed decomposition. 

Cover crops, green manure crops, 
and perennial forage crops add 
organic matter, as do compost and 
manure. Growing crops and roots 
add biomass above and below the 
soil surface. However, not all that 
biomass is converted to soil organ-
ic matter—much of it is released as 

carbon dioxide and water. It can 
take 20,000 pounds of organic in-
puts such as crop residue to in-
crease the actual soil organic mat-
ter from 4percent to 5 percent. 
Compost in particular breaks down 
more slowly and improves soil 
structure more quickly than other 
organic materials. Manure breaks 
down quickly to add nutrients for 
crops, but takes longer to improve 
the soil than compost takes. To 
learn more about soil health, you 
can call the NRCS Hamilton Field 
Office, 406-363-5010. 

By Stacy Pease, NRCS 

Considering the long list of bene-
fits organic matter has on soil 
health and crop production, in-
creasing organic matter may well 
be the most important manage-
ment step a producer can take to 
improve a farm’s sustainability and 
profitability. In general, there are 
three ways to do that: 

• Increase the amount of plant and 
root production 

Bitterroot Conservation District’s Cost Share Program 

Increasing Organic Matter: A matter of good soil health management 
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ity of local 
produce, 
keep 
plants at a 
steady 
tempera-
ture and 
even con-
serve wa-
ter and 
energy.  
     High 

tunnels are different than green-
houses in that they are passively 
heated and the plants are actual-
ly in the ground, not in pots or 
on tables. You can think of it as 
a plastic covering over a field. 
     NRCS helps farmers build 
high tunnels by providing tech-
nical expertise and funding.  
Local and regional markets of-
ten provide farmers with a high-
er share of the food dollar, and 
money spent at a local business 
often continues to circulate 

within community, creating a multi-
plier effect and providing greater 
economic benefits to the area. This 
is why USDA is encouraging its 
agencies to provide tools like high 
tunnels to strengthen local food sys-
tems. 
     Montana NRCS has recently an-
nounced funding for their Seasonal 
High Tunnel Initiative, their Organic 
Initiative, and their On-Farm Ener-
gy Initiative. The organic initiative 
provides cost share to producers 
with the installation of conservation 
practices on agricultural operations 
related to organic production.  Ag 
producers interested in receiving 
cost share for these practices needs 
to submit an application to their lo-
cal NRCS Field Office. The deadline 
for 2014 funding for the initiatives is 
February 21st. If you are interested 
in learning more about these initia-
tives, contact your Hamilton NRCS 
Field Office at 363-5010. 

HIGH TUNNELS: 

In the past three years, 
USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service has helped 
producers build 7,200 high 
tunnels. 

 

Learn more about high 
tunnels: http://go.usa.gov/
gh4W.  

It’s hard to beat produce grown 
in the Bitterroot Valley. It’s of-
ten fresher and tastier, uses less 
energy for transport, and helps 
farmers in your community. But 
the off-season presents a big 
challenge for farmers who grow 
fruits and vegetables and for 
consumers who want to find 
local produce throughout the 
year.  
     When farmers can lengthen 
the growing season, even by 
several weeks, their options 
change. That’s why the USDA’s 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service promotes seasonal 
high tunnels as such a powerful 
tool. 
     High tunnels are plastic-
wrapped, metal-framed struc-
tures that are fairly easy and in-
expensive to build. They are 
designed to extend the growing 
season into the colder months, 
helping to increase the availabil-

Cost Share Available for High Tunnels and Organic Farmers 

Ravalli County Sixth Graders 
will be attending the 32nd An-
nual Conservation Field Days 
on May 19th & 20th, at Como 
Lake. 

Students from Darby, Hamilton 
Christian Academy, Pine Acade-
my, Stevensville, and Victor, 
will be participating in an out-
door classroom experience. 

Recognizing that our most valu-
able resource is our youth, Con-
servation Field Days was devel-
oped on the concept of multiple 

use and conservation of natural 
resources.  Here, the sixth grad-
ers are provided an outdoor 
opportunity to learn and form 
an association with various pro-
fessional natural resource 
trained persons and programs. 

Conservation Field Days is 
sponsored and organized by the 
Bitterroot Conservation Dis-
trict.  Federal, state, county and 
private organizations and indi-
viduals are participators and 
presenters.  Ten basic natural 
resource areas are explored in 

workshop settings held at Co-
mo Lake.   

Topics covered will include: 
recreation, watershed, fire and 
timber management, soils, graz-
ing, wildlife habitat,  

32nd Annual Conservation Days 

  



 

1709 N. 1st 
Hamilton, MT 
59840 

Phone: 406-363-5010 
Fax: 406-363-5011 
E-mail: NRCS  stacy.pease@mt.usda.gov 
            BCD    BCD@qwestoffice.net 

NRCS Hamilton Field Office and the Bitterroot 
Conservation District 

ural Streambed and Land 
Preservation Act of 1975; Chap-
ter 463, Section 26-1510 et. seq., 
R.C.A. 1947; Senate bill 310, 
1975 legislature if you perform 
any of these activities without 
obtaining a 310 permit, you 
could be guilty of a misdemean-
or and be subject to a fine up to 
$500 for each day, work contin-
ues.  
All Contractors: Be advised 
that you will be held just as re-
sponsible as the owner of the 
land for obtaining the permit. 

All 310 permits are free of charge, 
and are valid for one year from the 
date of issuance. 

Anyone planning to work in or 
near a stream must first obtain a 
310 permit.  The 310 Law of 
1975 applies to any natural per-
ennial- flowing stream or river, 
its bed, and its immediate banks 
which when disturbed will 
physically alter the stream or 
river.  Activities subject to per-
mit include, but are not limited 
to the following:  channel 
changes, clearing brush or trees 
along the stream or river, 
ponds, boat ramps, roads cross-
ing creeks, new diversions, rip 
rap, streambanks protection, 
dams, reservoirs, commercial, 
industrial and residential devel-
opment. 
Be advised that you are in viola-
tion of state law (Montana Nat-

BITTERROOT  

CONSERVATION  

DISTRICT 

1709 North First Street, 
Hamilton 

If You Need to Work in a Stream, You Must have this... 

Name 
Address 
Hamilton, MT 
59840 

1709 North First Street,  
Hamilton,  M ontana  59840

phone: 406-363-5010 fax: 406-363-2760
e-m al: bc d@bitterroot.net

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disabil-
ity, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disa-
bilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Cen-
ter at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).” 


